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In 2008, our associate editor Antero Aitio retired from his work with the Journal, and Dr Hannu Norppa has been 
appointed to take his place.

Dr Hannu Norppa (born 1952) is the chief of the laboratory in the New Technolo-
gies and Risks Team of the Work Environment Development Centre of Expertise 
in the Finnish Institute of Occupational Health, Helsinki, Finland. He has a PhD 
and defended his doctoral thesis on genetics in 1981 in the University of Helsinki, 
Helsinki, Finland, where he has been an adjunct professor of genetics since 1983. 
Hannu Norppa joined the Finnish Institute of Occupational Health in 1978, and the 
research of his group has primarily dealt with the genetic toxicology of occupa-
tional exposures. He functioned as a senior research fellow at the National Institute 
of Hygienic Sciences, Tokyo, Japan, in 1987–1988 and has frequently acted as an 
expert of genetic toxicology for the European Commission and the World Health 
Organization. His current research interests relate to the genotoxicity of nanomateri-
als, genetic biomarkers of cancer risk, cytogenetic surveillance of exposed workers, 
individual susceptibility to chemicals, and mechanisms of chromosome damage and 
carcinogenesis.


