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Re: "Breath analysis: Physiological basis and
sampling techniques" by KH Wilson. Scand J
Work Environ Health 12 (1986) 174-192

It was with great interest that I read the article "Breath
Analysis: Physiological Basis and Sampling Tech­
niques ." [Scand J Work Environ Health 12 (1986)
174-192). With its numerous references, dating from
as far back as 1874, this article clearly reveals the
author's wide experience and profound knowledge of
the subject.

I was therefore all the more surprised to find no
answer to the following question: What is the opinion
of the author (and of the referees of the review) of the
papers on the list which I enclose in the appendix? All
of them report experimental field data on the alveolar
air and/or blood of workers occupationally exposed
to a variety of industrial solvents, but they appear to
have been completely ignored by the author of the ar­
ticle and by the referees.

The fact that all the papers on my list are the work
of a group of Italian researchers is no indication of
vanity or intellectual chauvinism on my part; I merely
believe that the readers of any scientific review have
the right to be critically informed of all the previously
published data when they read an article which surveys,
illustrates, and discusses the advantages and pitfalls
of breath analysis from 1874 to the 7th of October
1985.

Francesco Brugnone, MD
Institute of Occupational Medicine
University of Verona
Policlinico Borgo Roma
1-37134 Verona Italy
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Author's reply

My review article on breath analysis [Scand J Work
Environ Health 12 (1986) 174-192] was directed
towards a critical evaluation of breath sampling tech­
niques, together with a discussion on the physiologi­
cal basis of breath sampling. It was not my intention
that it should be an exhaustive review of all the avail­
able published data .

The breath sampling procedures adopted by Profes­
sor Brugnone's group are based on the glass pipette
developed by Stewart and his colleagues. Examples of
the contribution made to breath analysis by our Italian
colleagues are illustrated in reference 82 (Perbellini et
al) and reference 49 (lmbriani et al) of the review.

H Kerr Wilson, PhD
Occupational Medicine and Hygiene Laboratory
Health and Safety Executive
403-405 Edgware Road
London NW2 6LN
United Kingdom
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