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Preface

In January 1980 a delegat~on from the
United States National Institute for Occu­
pational Sa,fety and Healt'h (NIOSH) visit­
ed the FinniSh Insmtute of Occupational
Health to initiate discus'sions for future
scientific collalboration. ks a result of this
visit, plans were made for a delegation of
FinniSh scient'ists :to v'iJsit the United States
to exChange with NIOSH researohers the
results of recently completed studies. The
Finnish delegation came to the United
States in October 1980 and participated in
two joinlt scientJitfiic symposia wi.1Jh NIOSH
scient'ists. Results of :F':innriSh and Ameri­
can researCh were presented at a US ­
Finnish Jo'int Symposium on Occupational
Safety and Health in Cincinnati, Ohio,
and at the Thiird Annual NIOSH Scientific
Symposium in Detroit, Michigan, which
was cosponsored by 1!he United Auto
Workers.

'I1his volumeconltains the reports of the
papers presented by researchers of the
American and Finnish institutes at the
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two symposia. As such, 1!hey are the first
step in increased eollarbora'tJion between
the American and Finnish institutes.

Following the Detroit meeting, a Mem­
orandum of Understanding between the
Finnish Institute and NIOSH was signed
which outlined the framework for future
scientific collalborat'ion between the two
institutes. The collaboration will consist of
an exchange of scientific information, pub­
liocations, and research program informa­
tion, mutual visits by institute personnel,
and the conduct of sympoSia and confferen­
ces. Sulbjects of col1alboration will include
the toxic eflfects of industrial chemicals,
ep~demiology, !sa:fety research, hygienic
technology, phySical agents, and other
areas.

It is the hope of 'both institutes that the
symposia that culminalted in the present
pUlblication mark the beginning of long
and fruitfuil collaboration between the
United States and Finland in the field
of occupational safety and health.
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