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Overview of the anniversary papers
that have been  published so far

1. Fifty years of research in the Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health.
Burdorf & Rugulies, SJWEH 2024;50(1):3-10, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4135.

2. Asbestos and disease – a public health success story?
Järvholm & Burdorf, SJWEH 2024;50(2):53-60, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4146.

3. Successful prevention of organic solvent induced disorders: history and lessons.
Albin et al, SJWEH 2024;50(3):135-141, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4155.

4. Working hours and health – key research topics in the past and future.
Härmä et al, SJWEH 2024;50(4):233-243, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4157.

5. What have we learned about risk assessment and interventions to prevent work-related musculoskeletal
disorders and support work participation?
Kuijer et al. SJWEH 2024;50(5):317-328, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4172.

6. Fifty years of research on psychosocial working conditions and health: From promise to practice.
Boot et al. SJWEH 2024;50(6):395-405, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4180.

7. Five decades of occupational cancer epidemiology.
Turner et al. SJWEH 2024;50(7):489-502, https://www.sjweh.fi/article/4190.
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Objective:
• To look back at the papers that were

published in the journal during the last
50 years and to describe how topics
have changed

• Changes in work environment
exposures.

• Changes in health outcomes.

Methods:
• Coding of the 2,899 articles that were

published in the journal in the past 50
years.

Burdorf A, Rugulies R. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(1):3-10. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135

https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135
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Exposures 1975-1984

1) Chemicals

2) Metals

3) Fibers

4) Physical work load

5) Dust

6) Handarm vibration

7) Biological agents

8) Shift work & working hours

9) Psychosocial work environment

10) Electromagnetic fields

Exposures 1995-2004

1) Chemicals

2) Physical work load

3) Psychosocial work environment

4) Metals

5) Biological agents

6) Shift work and working hours

7) Fibers

8) Electromagnetic fields

9) Dust

10) Handarm vibration

Exposures 2015-2023

1) Psychosocial work environment

2) Shift work and working hours

3) Physical workload

4) Chemicals

5) Fibers

6) Dust

7) Metals

8) Handarm vibration

9) Biologial agents

10) Electromagnetic fields

Trends in type of exposure

Burdorf A, Rugulies R. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(1):3-10. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135

https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135


5

Outcome 1975-1984

1) Cancer

2) Circulatory diseases

3) Respiratory diseases

4) Neurological disorders

5) All-cause mortality

6) Reproductive disorders

7) Musculoskeletal disorders

8) Mental disorders

9) Injuries

10) Sleep disorders

Outcome 1995-2004

1) Musculoskeletal disorders

2) Cancer

3) Respiratory diseases

4) Circulatory diseases

5) Reproductive disorders

6) Neurological disorders

7) Mental disorders

8) All-cause mortality

9) Injuries

10) Sleep disorders

Outcome 2015-2023

1) Mental disorders

2) Musculoskeletal disorders

3) Circulatory diseases

4) Cancer

5) Injuries

6) Sleep disorders

7) Reproductive disorders

8) Respiratory diseases

9) Neurological disorders

10) All-cause mortality

Trends in type of outcome

Burdorf A, Rugulies R. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(1):3-10. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135

https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135


• Early days: Focus on chemical exposures and on occupational cancers.

• Recent years: Focus on psychosocial exposures, working time arrangement,
and physical workload. With regard to outcomes are now mental disorders
and musculoskeletal disorders the two topics with the greatest coverage.

• Chemical exposure and occupational cancer remain at #4 on the exposure
and the outcome list, respectively, thus, they have not disappeared, only
have become somewhat less prominent than in the early days.

Summary of results



A SJWEH trend or a general trend?
• Text-mining of 26 occupational health journals

• 48,645 articles
• 714,890 words of titles in articles

Sakai K et al. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(7):567-576. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4177

https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4177


• In the 1990s focus was on chemical factors (lead and asbestos), specific
diseases (cancer) and organ damage (lung and respiratory).

• From 2000 to 2022, there was a shift towards psychosocial factors (stress
and social), symptoms (pain and mental), and therapy and care (disability
and care).

• From 2010 to 2022, productivity gained prominence.

• From 2020 to 2022, biological factors gained prominence (driven by COVID-
19 pandemic).

Main results of the Sakai et al.
article

Sakai K et al. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(7):567-576. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4177

https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4177


Papers (reviews) with highest number
of citations in the 50 year history

Burdorf A, Rugulies R. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(1):3-10. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135
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Papers (original) with highest number
of citations in the 50 year history

Burdorf A, Rugulies R. Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 2024;50(1):3-10. https://doi.org/10.5271/sjweh.4135
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Our Authors
• For writing the articles in the Journal.

Our Reviewers
• For providing us with insightful assessments that allow us

to make the decisions.

Our Readers
• For reading what our authors wrote and what we selected for publication.

Our Publisher, NOROSH
• For supporting our mission.

Thank you!
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